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IOWA NAACP STATEMENT ON NEW IOWA  

LAW LIMITING VOTING OPTIONS FOR CITIZENS 
Voter Suppression is Alive and Well 

 

Des Moines…It’s a sad day for our state and difficult to reconcile Iowa’s motto, “Our liberties we prize and our rights we 

will maintain,” when Iowa elected officials restrict the opportunity for many Iowans to vote.  The Iowa-Nebraska NAACP 

State Area Conference of Branches, representing over 30 units (chapters) throughout Iowa, strongly disagrees and 

disapproves of SF413, the newly signed law which severely cripples the voting process. 

 

The NAACP is urging voters to take note of the changes enacted because of this new law.  SF413 will make it markedly 

more difficult to vote in the state of Iowa: 

• It deliberately cuts back on mail-in or absentee voting, the time within which people can request an absentee 

ballot and the time when one will be mailed to them.   

• It prohibits County Auditors from proactively assisting people in voting and thus participating in our democracy.   

• It cuts down from 29 to 20 days the period of time for early voting.  Just four years ago it was 40 days now giving 

voters only half that time.   

• It closes the polls for all elections an hour earlier than it has been, and it reduces the time from 3 hours to 2 hours 

that an employer must allow employees time off to vote—effectively precluding many wage earners from voting 

due to the predictably longer lines at polling places that the shortened hours and other changes will cause.   

• SF413 also removes registered voters from voter registration lists if they miss just one general election. Such a 

drastic purging mandate is just plain wrong, imposing an unfair and harsh penalty on persons who for any reason 

did not vote in a general election, possibly because their absentee ballot was not received in time.    

• And it pointlessly prohibits trusted people from delivering an absentee ballot to the County Auditor for another 

person unless the individual is a household or an immediate family member or caretaker or specially appointed 

official.  The latter bars people who live alone, are elderly or find it difficult to travel, from asking even a trusted 

person from their place of worship for help.   

 

“If voting wasn’t so valuable, people wouldn’t work so hard to limit the right to do so.” said Betty Andrews, President of 

The Iowa-Nebraska NAACP.  The total lack of a factual basis for these measures justifies the charge that the new law is a 

voter suppression measure, pure and simple.  “Given this country’s history of devising ways to deny the vote to African 

Americans and other people of color, it’s not rocket science to know these changes will have an adverse impact on voters 

of color,” she continued. 

 

The sponsors of this law have said it was about “election integrity,” and the governor has been quoted as saying it was 

justified by concerns about irregularities.  We accept none of that.  Concerns about “fraud” and “irregularities” and the 

need for “integrity” were spawned by the outright and incessant lies of the former President and his allies that were belied 

by numerous investigations and the results of more than sixty (60) challenges in Courts across the country, in which not a 

single Court—many of whose judges were nominated by Donald Trump—found any evidence of fraud.  In fact, the 

Associated Press reported Iowa Senator Jason Schultz (R) to have said that the changes made by SF413 were necessary to 

address “shady dealings” in heavily Black cities in swing states where voters helped defeat Donald Trump. In addition to 

not being true, this type of commentary reeks of pre-civil-rights-movement-suppression. 

 

 

mailto:IowaNebraskaNAACP@gmail.com


                        IOWA-NEBRASKA NAACP STATE AREA CONFERENCE OF BRANCHES 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

1620 Pleasant Street, Suite 210, Des Moines, IA 50314  
515.288.7171 | IowaNebraskaNAACP.org 

Betty C. Andrews, President 
MOVING POWERFULLY FORWARD!   --- 

 

The 2020 General Election was hugely successful nationally and certainly in Iowa according to numerous courts, U.S. 

Attorney General William Barr, U.S. Cybersecurity our Secretary of State, Paul Pate. Yet now during a coronavirus 

pandemic that has now taken the lives of more than half a million people in America and sickened millions of others, 

mail-in voting, early voting, and trusted friends delivering absentee ballots to the Auditors office has been reduced by this 

law.   

 

With unnecessary laws like this being enacted while proven issues are ignored, the legislature seems to be working 

backwards.  There is substantial evidence—nationally and in Iowa—of racial profiling; the FOCUS criminal justice 

reform committee appointed by Governor Kim Reynolds recommended passage of an anti-racial profiling law and yet 

Iowa does nothing; there is no evidence of voter fraud or illegality or irregularity that would have affected outcomes of 

the 2020 election, and yet the Legislature sees fit to act in a way that will make voting and participation in our democracy 

a lot harder.   

 

The NAACP will continue to address and redress voter disenfranchisement and suppression. We are reminded of the 

prophetic words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” 

 
About the NAACP: Founded in 1909, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is the nation's 

oldest and largest civil rights organization. Its half-million adult and youth members throughout the United States and the world are 

the premier advocates for civil rights in their communities and monitor equal opportunity in the public and private sectors. The Iowa-

Nebraska NAACP State Conference of Branches was founded in 1939.  
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